Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026

l

Lutheran Church

OTTAWA

PRELUDE

We arrive from many places as music gathers us into one shared moment in the Spirit.

WELCOME STATEMENT
Everyone is invited into God's story and the life of this community.

GATHERING SONG

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS _
God of the living, we confess that we have not lived as the risen body of Christ in the world. We have

failed to abide in your love, and have not loved one another as you love us. Strengthen us with your
Spirit, that we may draw our life from you, the vine, and bear fruits of your grace and mercy in Jesus

Christ our Lord.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our *F risen Lord, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life. Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON Blue Book, Page 2
SONG OF PRAISE Blue Book. Page 3
SPECIAL MUSIC “You Raise Me Up” Lovland, Graham
Performed by Suzannah Walter © 2002 Universal Music, CCLI# 4434612
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



FIRST READING 1 Kings 19, 9-18
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now
experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still
loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men.as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

A reading from First Kings.

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the
Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after
the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came
a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”’ He answered, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to
him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill,
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Holy wisdom, holy word. Thanks be to God.

PSALM RESPONSE Psalm 83: 8-13

I will listen to what the Lorp God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn

their hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lorp and shall prepare for God a pathway.



SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is
Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable

component of God s saving actions.

A reading from Romans.

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will
live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend
into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or “Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the
word of faith that we proclaim), because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart, leading to
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. The scripture says, “No one who believes
in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Holy wisdom, holy word. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Help Us O Lord” Blue Book, Page 4

GOSPEL READING Matthew 14: 22-33
Matthew s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story,
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong
wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Phillip Potaczek

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Life Flows on in Endless Song” EILW 763




STATEMENT OF FAITH (from ‘Dakota Road: Remembering the Promise’ edition)

We believe God is our creator and has promised to love us always. We believe Jesus Christ, fully God
and fully human, is God’s promise living among us. He experienced all the pain and joy and challenges
of human life. God’s forgiving love was revealed to us when Jesus suffered death on the cross. He came
back to new life and has promised us new life in unity with God. We believe the Holy Spirit is God’s
promise touching our spirits and animating our lives, guiding us - even through our most difficult
moments. We believe God is among us in community. Mysterious, yet very real, God promises to be with
us always, even to the end of the age. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition, song response: “The Spirit intercedes for us...”

Grateful for your abundant. .. through the abundant grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Blue Book, Page 7

OFFERING PRAYER
In response to your promise of life, we offer our life. In response to your promise of
love, we offer our love. In response to all of your promises, we offer our gifts. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION/EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth...Glory and praise to you, O God,
Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

All are welcome to God s table of grace, receiving Christ’s presence as nourishment for the journey.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who wish to know the love of God in Jesus Christ are invited to Holy Communion. Inform a communion assistant if you need a
gluten-free host. Grape juice is located in the center ving of the tray. If you are not receiving the sacrament today, please come
Jorward with your arms crossed over your chest for a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMN “Lamb of God” Blue Book, Page 8

COMMUNION HYMN

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Compassionate God,...through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS




BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 7 one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.

SENDING SONG “Let’s Go Out” Blue Book, Page 9

SENDING
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.




***Trinityv at a Glance***
August 9, 2026

¢ Open Table United Church will be hosting a free meal today, Sunday, August 9th at Noon. They will be
serving BBQ Pork Chops, Corn on and off the cob, Mac n” Cheese, Cucumber and Tomato Salad and Dessert.
They are located at 910 Columbus St, Ottawa (corner of Jackson and Columbus Streets).

e The next Trinity Lutheran Blood Drive is happening Wednesday, August 19th, 12pm to Spm. For an
appointment call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org. Appointments are preferred but not necessary.
Contact Carol Wahlstrom for more information, carolwahlstrom( gmail.com , and to volunteer.

e Fall Book Club: The Divine Art of Dying
How do we prepare to live well all the way to life’s end? What does our Christian faith have to say about hope,
letting go, reconciliation, gratitude, and the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of God? This
Fall, TLC Book Club invites you into a thoughtful and compassionate conversation as we read The Divine Art
of Dying by Herbert Anderson and Karen Speerstra. Written by a pastoral theologian and a hospice patient, the
book explores the spiritual journey of preparing for our won deaths-not with fear, but with honesty, faith, and
grace. Pick up your copy from
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/978 15064788 76/The-Divine-Art-of-Dying-Second-Edition
Whether you are thinking about your own later years, caring for loved ones, or simply seeking a deeper
understanding of Christian hope, you are warmly invited to join us. Please note: this is not a class about
dying; it is a conversation about living faithfully in light of God’s promise. This will be a welcoming
space for conversation, reflection, and prayer.

We will meet on Tuesdays at 6pm, in the Education Building Community Room:
September 8: Read Part 1 September 22: Read Part 3
September 15: Ready Part 2 September 29: Read Part 4

All are welcome!

e Rally Day will be Sunday, September 13th.

e Volunteers are needed for Rally Day, September 13th. The Volunteer Sign Up Sheet is in the back of the
Sanctuary by Java Junction. Sign up! Have fun and help us make this a successful event!

e Sunday Session begins at 9am September 13th.

e Affirmation class will begin at 9am September 20th.

e Sunday, September 20th is Quilt Sunday this year. Quilt Sunday is a beautiful display of the Trinity Stitchers’
work laid out on the pews in the Sanctuary. You don’t want to miss this!

® Growing Project for Growing Hope Globally: We're making progress in raising funds to help people grow
more and better food in the Western Highlands of Guatemala! Please note, this program is in the 1st year of a
S year phase, which is why we don’t have personal impact stories to share yet. Totonicapan, in Guatemala,
faces a critical nutritional situation. The prevalence of chronic malnutrition in children under 5 years of age is
approximately 70%, one of the highest in the country. Additionally, the communities are remotely located with
poor road conditions, meaning limited access to urban markets. Rockslides, soil erosion, and increased risk of
natural disasters are also challenges. Gaps in safe water, sanitation, and health services persist due to a lack of
basic infrastructure and access. These challenges related to food availability, food access, and food utilization
are further complicated by the historical marginalization of Mayan communities across Guatemala. Please
consider donating to this worthy cause.

e If you are interested in signing up to participate in the church service, there are sign up sheets in the Worship
Assistant Book on the podium by Java Junction. There are open spots for Acolyte, Lector, Communion
Assistant, Usher, Video Technician, and Flower Donations.



e CURRENT FINANCIAL REPORT:
o July Income = $14,835.35
o July Expense = $17,706.93

° Income Less Expense = -$2,871.58

THIS WEEK @ TRINITY:

o Monday (8/10): Oa
10a
10a

o Tuesday (8/11): 10a
7p

o Wednesday (8/12) lp

o Thursday (8/13): 10a
Ip

o Friday (8/14): 7a

o Saturday (8/15):

© Sunday (8/16): 10a

(Income YTD = $137,137.67)
(Expense YTD = $139,181.49)
(Income Less Expense YTD = -$2,043.82)

Tai Chi (Fellowship Hall)
Drum Fit (Community Room)
Staff Meeting (Office)

Sit Fit (Community Room)
Finance Committee (Board Room)

Bible Study

Sit Fit (Community Room)
Trinity Stitchers (Fellowship Hall)

Sunrise Rotary (Fellowship Hall)

-~

National Relaxation Day! 7/

Holy Communion (Sanctuary)

WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE -

Please sign up using the binder at the back of the aisle.

Sunday, August 9, 2026
Crucifer/Acolyte:

Ushers:

Lector: Beth Schueit

Communion Assistants: Beth Schuett

Altar Guild: Debbie Guenther, Linda Scott
Video Tech: Anne Lauterjung

Music Directors: Matt Makeever & Mary Heider
Altar Flowers:

Sunday, August 16, 2026
Crucifer/Acolyte:

Ushers:

Lector: Shannon Matteson

Communion Assistants: Shannon Matteson, Mike
Matteson, Ann Enke

Altar Guild: Amy Boyles, Sally Mathis

Video Tech: Anne Lauterjung

Music Directors: Matt Makeever & Mary Heider
Altar Flowers:




